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The Committee has continued to further the participation of members of the Bar in Arbitration by preparing a list of members suitably qualified to act as Arbitrators, to be placed on a Bar List of Arbitrators.  Thirty-nine applications were received by the Committee for consideration.  Of these, thirty-six applications were successful and the same can now be found on the Bar Website.

It is stressed that the Bar itself does not act as an appointing authority; rather those accessing the List will approach the proposed arbitrator directly for appointment.

The qualifications for entry onto the List are as follows: Fellows of either the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators or the Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators, qualify automatically.  Those who do not hold this qualification but who are able to demonstrate significant experience in either arbitration or in judicial proceedings, e.g. sitting as a Deputy Judge, are considered on a case by case basis by the Committee.  This is a continuing process and any member at any time may approach the Special Committee to seek inclusion on this List.  

The advantages to members of the Bar are obvious in that the same provides work for members and additionally provides an avenue by which members may gain experience as arbitrators.  The same is also in the public interest as there is now readily available to the public a list of arbitrators who are also qualified lawyers.

As to other matters, the Special Committee continues to be active in assisting the Bar Council on questions relating to the development of arbitration in Hong Kong; its members also represent the Bar on the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre Joint Consultative Committee.
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